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Plagiarism

It is important to avoid plagiarism in all aspects of the M.Sc. course and this includes special
topics, case study reports and dissertations. The University’s policy on plagiarism can be found
at https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism?wssl=1 and everyone is en-
couraged to read this carefully.

Citation

When you are preparing reports for submission you should be sure to make it clear where all your
ideas come from. This includes not only direct quotations, paraphrasing and equations but also
figures. Thus any figures that appear in your work which you did not produce yourself should appear
with a credit to the appropriate source, ideally in both the figure caption and in the text where you
refer to the figure.

There are, of course, many reasons to ensure you cite the work of others. One of the main reasons
is academic honesty — you should not try to pass of the work of others as your own (even uninten-
tionally). Related to this is the reason of clarity. If you never cite any other work it will be hard for
a reader (or an examiner) to tell when you stop describing the work of others and begin to describe
your own novel research. Citing the work of others clearly enables a reader to see more easily what
part of your work is new. Additionally, citing other work allows you to skip over the basics and more
quickly get to the interesting mathematics and this is especially important given the page limits on
your reports.

How Much to Cite

Citing references in every sentence or so can interrupt the flow of your work and it is often unneccesary
(apart perhaps from in a literature review or an introduction to your work). If a section of your work
is based heavily on a particular book or paper then it is perfectly acceptable to have, at the beginning
of that section, a sentence of the form “The work in this section follows the ideas of Ref. [1] very
closely”. It is certainly not necessary to cite very elementary results (e.g. Pythagoras’ Theorem).
When you list your references think which articles you read, which books you used and what might

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism?wssl=1


be helpful background reading. Sentences of the form “For a good background reference on finite
difference methods see the book by Morton and Mayers [1]” are perfectly appropriate. If you are
unsure about how much to cite then your supervisor will be able to give some advice.

How to Cite

The standard way to cite references is to have a list of references at the end of your work and to refer
to these from the main body of the text. It is important that all the items in the list of references
are referred to from the text. Perhaps the easiest way to ensure this happens is to use BibTEX which
automatically adds entries to the list of references only when they are cited from the text.

When you write your entries for the list of references, bear the reader in mind. You need to give
enough information for them to be able to find the reference you list. For example [2] is not good
enough — we have no idea if this is a book, a journal article, conference proceedings . . . . For a
book you should give the author(s), the title, the publisher and the year published. If it is not the
first edition it helps to say that too. Also when you refer to a book it can be helpful to say in the
text which chapter (or even page) the reader should look at. So for example you might say “For a
description of the Thomas Algorithm see [1, p23].” (This is achieved in LATEX with a command of the
form \cite[p23]{morton}.) For a journal article you should give the author(s), the journal title (in
abbreviated form), the volume and pages numbers and the year published. This is actually enough
to uniquely identify the article but in mathematics it is fairly standard to also give the name of the
article as in [3]. Other types of work are possible too including conference proceedings, theses, lecture
notes, and webpages. For webpages, it is standard to give the URL as well as the date accessed. In all
cases the important thing to remember is to give enough information that someone else could easily
find the same reference. The ordering of the information is a matter of personal choice, although it is
standard to put the authors and title first, but you should take care to be consistent with the order
of the information and the formatting.
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